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there were supplies at Bennington, Burgoyne turned
aside to that place. He little suspected the mettle of
John Stark and of his Green Mountain volunteers.
Their quality was well represented by Stark's ad-
dress to his men: "They are ours to-night, or Molly
Stark is a widow/* He did not boast. By nightfall
he had captured all of Burgoyne's men who were
alive (August 16, 1777).

Only one reverse marred the victories of the sum-
met. This was at Oriskany in August, 1777. An
American force of 400 or 500 men fell into an am-
bush, and its leader, General Herkimer, though
mortally wounded, refused to retire, but continued
to give directions to the end. Oriskany was reputed
to be the most atrocious fight of the Revolution.
Joseph Brant, the Mohawk chief, led the Indians,
who were allies of the English.

In spite of this, Burgoyne seemed to lose resolu-
tion, uncertain whither to turn. He instinctively
groped for a way that would take him down the
Hudson and bring him to Albany, where he was to
meet British reinforcements. But he missed his
bearings and found himself near Saratoga. Here
General Gates confronted him with an army larger
than his own in regulars. On October 7th they
fought a battle, which the British technically
claimed as a victory, as they were not driven from of food. Hearing that or
